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We were soldiers
For those of you who follow my column but
don’t really know too much about me, I have
been a police officer in Thunder Bay for 30-yrs.
Until now I have never disclosed this in the
Outdoors Guide. But as of June 30 I have retired
from this fulfilling but rather taxing career.

ultimately it was time. Retirement is one of
those decisions that everyone has to make
(unless it is made for them) and it can’t always
be based on financials. Like other big life decisions - getting married or having a child - it
has to come from the heart.

I made the decision to “pull the pin” after
much deliberation. Finally, I came to the realization that it was time to start focusing on my
writing and outdoor interests and put my
policing career behind me. I left with mixed
feelings because there were some very important goals, and particularly a cold-case homicide investigation, that were left undone. But

There is a passage in one of St. Paul’s letters to
Timothy that says something like, “I have been
poured out like a drink offering and the time
has come for my departure.”
I too felt like I had been poured out; leaving my
tank near empty. And that is exactly why I
turned the page and moved on.

Fittingly, the first official duty of my retirement was to volunteer as a guide for a group
of Canadian and American veterans - from
Vietnam right up to the current conflict in
Afghanistan - who had also had their hearts,
bodies and minds broken on the battle field.
This event was made possible through a charity known appropriately as “Project Healing
Waters”.
Two of the ten veterans wore prosthetic legs,
others had both visible and untold burns and
wounds; most had seriously broken minds
and spirits. All of them needed healing.
The event took place at Wilderness North’s
Miminiska Lodge, a place that I am very
familiar with through my involvement as a
writer and promoter of Wilderness North
www.wildernessnorth.com. You know you
belong to the right organization when they
give up several thousand dollars of potential
revenue to host a program like Healing
Waters.
My role as a guide was to put the soldiers
onto fish, and if required, provide a listening
ear. As a former commander of a tactical
unit, a lot of my training was similar although I was careful not to pretend that I
knew anything about being at war.
The connection I made with these men was
magical. We had lots of laughs, and caught
lots of fish. I saw some very empty eyes and
blank faces turn to sparkles and smiles by the
end of the trip. You cannot put a price on that!

Scott with two new friends and Canadian Veterans of the war in Afghanistan (from left to right Kurtis
Gaucher, Scott, and Fraser Dull) after a great shore lunch on the Albany River.

I guided two young veterans from the war in
Afghanistan; guys that Don Cherry would
refer to as “Good Canadian Boys”. Both were
around 30 years-of-age and had suffered
tremendously over in Afghanistan. Kurtis
was missing his left leg and wore a new prosthetic limb, and Fraser had multiple back
injuries and broken bones from various hard
landings as a paratrooper for the famous
Canadian regiment known as PPCLI
(Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry).
He also had what he aptly described as
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“injuries upstairs”. Kurtis and Fraser were
able to attend Healing Waters through assistance from another organization known as
“Soldier On.”
At some point I will write much more indepth about this adventure but I can tell you
that through my guiding efforts, and God’s
good graces, we caught the most and biggest
fish of the group. As proud Canadians we
called ourselves, “Team Canada”. More
importantly we shared some of our deepest
troubles. In many ways one of the hardest
things to overcome for these soldiers is that,
much like policing, it is a thankless job. The
soldiers go from being heroes in a place
where they risk their lives to make a community a safer place - often leaving a portion of
their bodies, souls and minds on the battlefield - and return the very next day to their
home where they are just another empty face
in the crowd.
But I for one will never forget them; or this
life-changing experience. Politics aside, these
young men were soldiers by profession and
did what they were told to do. Not much different than anyone else in that regard, except
that when a wounded soldier comes home
there is not much call for paratroopers and
infantrymen in the civilian world - especially
if you are a broken soldier.
This summer let’s remember our troops, and
give to organizations like “Project Healing
Waters”, and “Soldier On” – www.projecthealingwaters.org and www.wesoldieron.org.
There is lots of healing yet to be done.
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Power Boats and Canoes
I admit, I am a powerboat dude, not a sailor. I
have tried sailing, and I quite enjoyed it, however, I am an angler and do not have the time
to set sail on many of the inland lakes I frequent trying to land some decent fish.
Sailing and fishing are two different entities.
Hard core anglers are a different breed of people than hard core sailors, at least based on
my experience with each. Come summer
weekends, there will be thousands of power
boaters geared up heading for their favourite
walleye waters in north western Ontario and I
will be one of them hopefully with enough
water to even launch a boat with recent low
water conditions and lack of rain.
In the realm of watercraft, there is one type of
navigating of streams I do like that does not
involve a motor and that would be the art of
canoeing. The canoe is one of the oldest
means of transportation in this great country
and in fact this legendary means of getting
around on water was an important tool in the
exploration and founding of many of
Canada’s settlements, and was even more
important in the fur trade and survival of
voyageurs through hunting and fishing.
The voyageurs hundreds of years ago depended on the canoe as much as we do our automo-
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biles today. It was undoubtedly one of the
quickest and most efficient ways to infiltrate
the interior of Canada’s boreal forests and the
Great Plains.
As much as I like my powerboats and high
tech fishing gear, I also like the tranquility of
my canoe when paddling small lakes and
rivers. There is just something about doing
the perfect “J” stroke silently navigating a
Canadian Shield river, with nothing around
you except what Mother Nature has put there.
As soon as the ice gives way to open water, you
will find me in my canoe on a couple of my
tucked away spec lakes, and enjoying every
minute of it. If you have never experienced a
“true” canoe trip, I would highly recommend
that you consider trying it sometime. I mean a
real canoe trip into the depths of our forests
and secluded lakes.
Canoeing puts you more in tune with your
surroundings, it enables you to see and hear
much more than you would going full speed
ahead in your powerboat. Photography opportunities are far more plentiful, due to the lack
of noise and the slower pace. Canoeing will
however, require some physical exertion and
some ability to work in tandem with a partner,
but if such synchronization can be mastered,
some distance can be covered in a relatively
short amount of time.
Fishing out of a canoe is a whole different ball
game and once again if you have never tried
this I must warn you it can be very tricky.
There is a bit of an art to it. The centering and
balancing in a canoe is by far the most important thing you have to master before you can
attempt to cast a line, battle a fish and land it
with a dip net. Trust me when I say this. Many
folks (including myself) have gone for a swim
more than once when fishing out of a canoe.
Canoes, allow entry to some lakes I otherwise
could not reach with a boat and motor.
Although many are lightweight and can be
carried by one man, it doesn’t mean they can-

PONTOON BOATS
• Used boats our specialty
• Complete line of parts & accessories
• Seats • Bimini Tops • Consoles

EVERYTHING
FOR THE DO-ITYOURSELFER

Used Pontoon Boats
With motors from

$

1995

292 N. Cumberland Street, Thunder Bay
807-345-4787 • Toll Free: 1-800-681-4029
aonedist@tbaytel.net • www.aonedist.com
Stronger Canadian $ Means Lower Prices To You.

not carry much itself. One of the canoes
that I own has a payload of 1,100 lbs
(500kg) which means my partner and I
can take along a couple of packs and
our fishing gear with ease.
The engineering and design of
today’s canoes is nothing less
than phenomenal. A canoe that is
16 feet in length and weighs less
than 60lbs can carry half a ton.
This is one reason I suggest to
everyone to get out there and
explore our backwoods lakes
and streams.
It’s easy to do.
Canoes can be
affordable in comparison to a powerboat,
and you do not need a big
powerful truck to tow it
either. Just about any make
or model of car can be utilized
in the transportation of canoes
to your favourite lake via a custom roof rack or carrier.
One last thing. If you do not
know where to go and use your
canoe, check out the dozens of
provincial parks in Ontario and
see what is available. Just about
every provincial park has routes
mapped out for canoeists that will
allow you to penetrate into God’s
country.
Remember; never get into a canoe
without a PFD (personal flotation
device) and a spare paddle. Power
boaters carry a spare prop and
spare spark plugs, so why would
you not carry a spare paddle? If
you snap or break your means of
propulsion, you will literally be up
the creek without a paddle! Be safe.

Your Newealer
D
Exclusive end
for Leg
Trailers

Buy it for looks . . . keep it for life!
ALL ALUMINUM ENCLOSED TRAILERS
AFFORDABLE
LIGHTWEIGHT
Aluminum Trailers
at a Steel Price
From

$2,895
www.aonedist.com
292 N. Cumberland Street Thunder Bay
807-345-4787 Toll Free: 1-800-681-4029
www.floeintl.com
Trailers are our SPECIALTY . . . not a SIDELINE!
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Summer Lakers Down Deep
Lake trout are largely creatures of the deep.
Yes, they come up shallow in spring and
when the water temperature is right and
the oxygen is available. However, for
much of the year, lakers patrol the
depths of Ontario’s cold water lakes and
reservoirs. Deep water trout are not difficult to catch, but to be successful, you
must use techniques that take your presentation down deep.
There are several angling techniques
commonly used when seeking lakers in
deep water. But for sheer ease of use,
nothing beats a downrigger. The downrigger allows you to place baits at exact
depths, without having the weight fixed
on the fishing line.
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favoured for salmon. While downrigging is a
deadly lake trout technique, there are other
ways to get down deep.

Wire lining has been around for decades,
and still is a very dependable way to get
lakers that are on or near the bottom.
As my late Grampa Ora Ellis (a dedicated wire liner) used to say “there are
always lake trout on the bottom.”
Although the old banjo style wire line
reels are still used in Ontario, most
modern wire liners use large capacity
bait casting reels on stiff 4 to 5 foot
fibreglass rods. A roller or spring is fitted on the rod tip to decrease wear and
friction. I’ve used 25 to30 pound test
wire for years and have found it sufficient for most wire lining.
Generally a three way swivel is attached to the wire with a haywire twist. A bell or cylinder weight of 1 to 6 ounces (one ounce
for every 15 feet) is then attached by a 25 pound test mono dropper to the bottom of the three way. A 3 to 6 foot leader of 20
pound test monofilament is attached to the back of the three
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At first glance, downriggers don‘t look that user friendly, but
they are in fact a very simple tool. Most down rigging units have
a reel that holds up to 600 feet of wire cable. The reel is mounted
to a bracket, and a boom with a pulley holds the cable over the
side of the boat. A lead cannonball is fixed on the end of the
cable by way of a heavy duty snap swivel, and somewhere on the
cable or cannon ball a line release is fixed. When a lake trout
hits, the line pulls free of the release and the fight is on.

way and a large snap is tied on to the line. Any lure used for
trolling or down rigging can be effective on wire, but spoons
shine.
The Dipsy Diver is sometimes called a “poor man’s downrigger,” but it’s a versatile tool for taking lines down and away
from your boat. Attach the Dipsy to your fishing line with a
lure trailing behind on a leader, and you can reach depths of 65
feet with 20 pound test monofilament line. The Dipsy Diver is
available in three sizes and has an “O” ring that may be
removed to vary the diving surface of the diver, and increase its
potential depth. Divers have an adjustable keel, which takes
them out and away from the boat - to port or starboard - depending on the adjustment. To make the Dipsy dive, you snap the
metal “trigger” that holds the line into place. When a trout hits
the trailing lure, the trigger releases, and you can then fight the
fish with little resistance.
As you can see, there are many ways to go down deep for lake
trout. Some require a fair bit of rigging, others just a rod,
patience and faith. All these techniques will help catch more
lake trout this year. Remember, it pays to have a few extra tricks
in your tool box when it comes time to fish lakers down deep.

Electronics are huge help when it comes to pinpointing where
the trout are holding off bottom. Lakers that are suspended
should show up clearly as hooks or smeared blobs on the LCD
screen. More difficult to read are those bottom hugging trout
that are rooting around or resting in the mud. These fish will
show up as lumps or blocks on the bottom of your readout.
Don’t be afraid to drop down a few feet from the bottom with a
downrigger, as those mud grubbing lake trout are often biters.
Lake trout love flash so trolling spoons such as the Silver
Doctor, Len Thompson, Williams Whitefish, Canoe Spoon,
Nasty Boy and Diamond King will all catch lake trout. Minnow
shaped crankbaits such as the Rebel Fastrac, Rapala Husky
Jerk and Storm Thunderstick are also trout catchers. Although
Flashers and Dodgers have somewhat fallen out of favour
among the provinces lake trout anglers, they are a deadly when
followed by a light spoon such as a Toronto Wobbler, Sutton or
Evil Eye. Generally, a slower trolling speed of a about one to
two miles an hour is better for lake trout than the faster clip

Gord Ellis with
a deep down laker.
Photo by G. Ellis
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Check our websites for all used boats and motors,
www.pinewoodsports.com and www.badiuk.com
or call 1-800-716-4316
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VORTEX HS Riflescopes
The new choice for hunters and shooters
An evolutionary upgrade, Vortex Viper HS
riflescopes offer hunters and shooters an
array of great new features for 2011.
Built on ultra-strong 30mm one-piece
machined aluminum tubes, these scopes
deliver increased windage and elevation
travel for optimal adjustment. A new optical system, highlighted with a 4x zoom
range, provides magnification versatility.
The ultra-friendly eye box, with substantially increased eye relief, gets hunters on
target quickly and easily – because shooting opportunities can be measured in fractions of seconds.
Standout models offer enhanced performance features for specialized applications. The 1-4x24 with TMCQ (Tactical
Milling Close Quarter) illuminated reticle
is ideally suited for AR platform rifles, as
well as dangerous game setups. Ten intensity levels of illumination,
with an

off position between each, give shooters quick
access to preferred settings. The 4-16x50 LR
(Long Range) and 4-16x44 LR models feature
exposed target-style elevation turrets with
Vortex’s CRS (Customizable Rotational Stop)
zero stop. Combine that with 75 MOA of elevation travel (24 MOA per revolution) and you get
riflescopes perfect for dialing in precise longrange shots.
XD (extra-low dispersion) glass guarantees
sharp, crisp, images from edge to edge.
Premium lenses, fully multicoated with
Vortex’s proprietary XR coatings, ensure superior light transmission, allowing hunters to
take advantage of every minute of legal shooting time. Exterior lenses feature ArmorTek, an
ultra-hard optical coating, engineered to protect against scratches, oil and dirt. All scopes
are O-ring sealed and purged with argon gas
for 100 percent waterproof/fogproof performance. Shockproof construction withstands
recoil and impact from every angle. A fast
focus eyepiece and quick

reset turrets complete this outstanding piece of
optical equipment.
Built to last, Viper HS riflescopes are backed
by Vortex’s unlimited VIP warranty. No matter
the cause, or extent of damage, Vortex will
repair or replace Viper HS riflescopes with no
questions asked. The warranty requires no
registration and is completely transferrable.

Available in: 1-4x24 TMCQ Illuminated, 2.5-10x44
(Dead-Hold BDC or V-Plex), 4-16x44 (Dead-Hold
BDC or V-Plex), 4-16x50 (Dead-Hold BDC or
V-Plex, 4-16x44 LR Dead-Hold BDC, 4-16x50 LR
Dead-Hold BDC. CAD MSRP: $499 - $699.
For more information on Vortex & its line of
optics, please visit the Canadian website at:
www.vortexcanada.net or call 1-866-343-0054.
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Chasing Legends
“You’ve got to be dynamic!” said Randy Beamish
in response to my question. I was simply wondering
aloud how he manages to consistently catch so
many extremely large brook trout.
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But being dynamic on the water is easier said than
done – especially when it comes to fishermen who,
famously, tend to get stuck in a rut when it comes to fishing techniques and locations. Usually, we tend to stick with a favourite area, and a tried-and-true pattern that we’ve had success with in the past… if it isn’t broken, don’t fix it right? Well, sort of. Sure, the secret spot and the
favourite lure usually produce some fish, but sometimes we would be better off experimenting with
both location and presentation.
On a recent trip with Randy, my expectations were sky high and I had my heart set on catching a
personal best, monster-sized brook trout. Of course, while preparing for the trip, I packed my float
rod & centre-pin reel, because, when chasing trout and salmon in the past, I’ve consistently had my
best results floatfishing. Randy had some fly rods rigged up as well, and as an emergency back-up, I
threw a 9 foot spinning rod in the boat, just in case.
Arriving at our destination, I noticed the mosquitoes were huge and biting voraciously - I could only
hope the trout would be the same. We launched the boat and sped off. At our first stop, Randy suggested I set up a drift-fishing rig instead of running a float. Even though I hadn’t drifted for trout in years,
I was not about to argue with an angler of such legendary status. I rigged up my spinning rod and
tossed my line to a current seam where the slower water near the bank mixed with the faster, deeper
water of the main flow. The first strike happened so fast I wasn’t even ready, and I missed the fish. On
the second cast, I kept the line tight and when the fish hit, I set the hook and was fast into a sixteen
inch speckled trout. On this fish, we observed a tag in its dorsal fin that had been placed there the day
before by Randy as part of an on-going study. The fact that this fish was fully recovered and already
back on the hunt for food was a true testament to the success of catch and release fishing.
Successive casts produced another small fish, and then another. Despite the fast action, Randy wasted no time in making the call – we had to move if our goal was to catch me a trophy trout. In all the
excitement, I had already forgotten my own goal for the day- to catch a trophy. Would I have normally
left a bunch of aggressive brookies just because the fish were not trophy-sized? No. Was the decision
dynamic? Yes.
Of course, Randy was right. The next spot coughed up the biggest brook trout of my life. After
catching a bunch of fish, we decided to switch up our techniques to coax an ever larger fish out of
hiding. We tried both trolling and swinging a fly, but the trout were just not aggressive enough to
chase anything. They were down deep and were only looking at food tumbling right along the bottom. When the bottom bouncing technique cooled off, and only the whitefish would continue to bite,
we switched locations again, and again. Then I tossed a jig-fly into some rapids and we connected
with a couple more fish, including a big lake trout. We wasted little time in areas that didn’t produce
action, and whenever we found fish, we noted the structure and searched out more of the same. By
the end of the trip I had the answer to my question- Randy’s approach to hunting these trout was
both methodical and dynamic. More importantly, it was paying off… big time.

Just before it’s released, the author hoists this big brook trout for the camera.
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Owner/operator Gary Turpin.
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Save

throughout 2011 on
energy-efficient
products for your home
Visit participating retailers to save on a wide range of energy-efficient products, like power bars
with timers or auto-shutoff, ENERGY STAR qualified light bulbs and light fixtures and many
more. Not only will you save money right away, you will also save energy throughout the year.
Coupons are available at participating retailers during the Spring Event and Fall Event & online
throughout the year at tbhydro.saveonenergy.ca
Get your coupons and start saving today!

SAVE 4
$

on power bars with integrated timer or auto-shutoff

Coupon valid through December 31, 2011. This offer is subject to the terms and conditions set out on this coupon.
A mark of the Province of Ontario protected under Canadian trademark law. Used under sublicence.
OM
Ofﬁcial Mark of the Ontario Power Authority. Used under licence.

SAVE $4 on power bars with integrated timer or auto-shutoff.
Coupon cannot be combined with any other third party discounts, rebates or other offers.
Offer applicable to Ontario residents for personal use only and redeemable at participating Ontario retailers found at saveonenergy.ca. Redeem this coupon and receive $4 off at the time
of purchase on power bars with integrated timer or auto-shutoff. Limit one coupon per product purchase. Limit 5 coupons per product/SKU per customer. This coupon can only be used
with products with purchase price (before taxes) greater than the value of the face value of the coupon. Customer must pay all applicable taxes based on the original purchase price, prior
to the coupon discount. Coupon discount amount cannot be applied against previous product purchases and cannot be combined with any other third party discounts, rebates or other
offers. This coupon is funded by the Ontario Power Authority (OPA). The OPA does not provide any warranties, guarantees or endorsements, whether express or implied, for power bars
with integrated timer or auto-shutoff and assumes no liability for their use. This coupon has no cash value. All coupons must be imprinted at time of
purchase at cash register (franking) to be accepted by the OPA or its fulfillment providers.
All coupon redemption submissions must be received within 30 days after the end of the quarter in which this coupon was received.
For more information, visit saveonenergy.ca or call 1-877-797-9473.
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Backcountry Walleye
When it comes to walleye fishing, I tend to be
a creature of habit. It takes a lot for me to try
something different, when the same old spots
on the same old lakes always produce fish.
I often have big plans to try something new,
but end up at the same spot trip after trip.
Now there is nothing wrong with this, but at
times its nice to break things up a bit and try
something new. That’s what my friend Neal
Thorvaldson and I did one day last summer,
took a map and a canoe, and headed out.
We started out with about a 1.5 hour drive to
where we unloaded the canoe. We loaded it up
with our gear, a small gas motor, and
launched it in a small creek. After about three
quarters of a mile down the creek, we hit the
first portage, about a hundred yards into the
first of many lakes we would see that day. We
then motored across that lake, down another
river, and entered a small pond between several lakes. As soon as we got into this small
pond, we saw a cow moose with her young
calf feeding in the water about a hundred
yards away. We killed the motor and slowly
and quietly paddled to within about 40 yards
of the pair of them before they wised up and
wandered off into the woods, quite the expe-

but we finally found something that worked.
It seemed a whole lot like we were fishing
bass, but casting floating rapalas tight to the
rocky shore was what finally did it, and for
the next half hour we ended with quite the
nice stringer.

After fishing for a few more minutes and
looking at our maps, we determined we may
have one more portage to go before we found
our walleye filled paradise. So off we went,
for what we hoped would be the final portage
into our destination. When we finally
reached the lake, it was at the four hour
mark from when we had left home, quite the
trip. After all the effort, we finally began
fishing, and initially
had very little luck.
Normal tactics just
didn’t seem to be
working, and after
about the first
hour we
had very
little to show
for our efforts.
Then, how we discovered it I’m unsure,

Now this trip wasn’t without a fair bit of
effort, and sure, we may have been able to
catch a limit of fish somewhere a lot simpler,
but it wasn’t just about the fish, it was about
taking an adventure and trying something
new, not to mention the only other creatures
we saw were two moose, we had no company
at all, sure is a nice change. We found a small
back country lake that gets very little pressure, away from the noise and crowds.
If you’re looking for something new, there
are many ways to discover a destination for
your next adventure; check
local fishing forums
and webpages, use
the crimestopper
maps to find
lakes, access, and
fish species.
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There is also a new tool available to anglers
on the MNR website, called Fish OnLine.
This is an impressive program that shows
you a map of Ontario, divided into the
Fisheries Management Zones. You can zoom
in on an area of interest, and scroll from
lake to lake. This application provides you
information such as; lake names, size, max
and average depth, fish species, stocking
information, and links you to the regulations
section for that FMZ, all in all an incredibly
impressive program.
So whether you load up the truck and head
off for a day, or load up the tent and camping
gear and make a weekend out of it, make an
adventure out of your next day on the water.

Your dock & Boat Lift Experts with
over 20 years experience

Trailer and Honda
50 HP 4 stroke

1995 Glastron SSV 170 Ski/Fish
$

7,999

1994 13’ Sea Ray
Jet boat

$

4,999

Check our websites for all used boats and motors,
www.pinewoodsports.com and www.badiuk.com
or call 1-800-716-4316

Fiberglass jet boat, with
90HP Merc, jet drive,
2 stroke oil injection
engine. Trailer included.
Good condition.

$

3,995

TomOUTDAOrOmRSsGtrUIDoEng

rience! We then continued on, making several more portages until we finally reached out
destination; or so we thought. Out came the
rods and we started fishing. After all this
work we envisioned chunky golden walleyes
jumping in the boat, but there was none.

1997
Sylvan 16
Seamonster
Pre-owned, complete with 115,
60 degree V4 Johnson outboard (1996)
ski pylon, fulll top and trailer
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AYA competitor
Lisa Aikman shows
off one of many
walleyes caught on
tournament day

Rain Can’t Stop AYA Tourney
The 4th annual Thunder Bay Angler Young
Angler (AYA) youth walleye tournament was
held on a rainy Saturday July 9th but you’d
never know it by the smiles on the faces of
nearly 80 kids who participated. Along with
their adult mentors, teams of 2 youths and
one adult per boat took to the mighty Kam
River to square off with the giant “eyes” that
call this major tributary home.
Winning the tournament this year was the
team of Landon Brochu, Austin Ellis and
Gord Ellis, with a total weight of a whopping
9.16 pounds. The biggest fish in their 3 fish
limit was a wide bodied 5.19 pounder that
pushed Team Ellis over the top. Very close
behind in 2nd place was Team Kaokkanen of
Antii Kaokkanen and his sons Jamo and
Maccus who racked up 8.30 pounds worth of
walleye at the final weigh in.
Team Viehbeck anchored 3rd place. Team
Captain Davis Viehbeck along with youngsters Nikko Grigio and Matthew Nutley took
in a respectable 7.67 pounds in total weight.
Nikko Grigio once again proved to have a hot
rod and reel as he landed a 6.31 pound fish.
The largest walleye of the day was landed in
the Team Pederson boat with a 6.69 pound fish
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caught by one of Richard Pederson’s youth
anglers. All in all, despite the poor showing by
Mother Nature, the kids had a blast.
Randy Neufeld of North Country Cycle and
Sports is also one of the key organizers and
sponsors of the event and he stated, “Once
again, the Thunder Bay AYA is a huge success
due to the fantastic support of the City of
Thunder Bay, not to forget mentioning the
many business sponsors who get behind this
worthwhile angling tournament.”
Likewise, Sandro Fragale thanked the many
volunteers and sponsors who turned out on
the rainy Saturday to help make the event a
safe and fun one for the kids. Fragale highlighted the agencies involved by saying, “This
AYA event has the support and guidance from
so many agencies, ranging from OMNR to the
St. John’s Ambulance volunteers, it is
absolutely astounding the level of support
and assistance we get for this event each year
and we thank each one of the agencies help
us to make it happen.”
As one of many volunteers helping with this
event, I can say that it continues to be a popular one with the local Thunder Bay angling
community and groups such as the
Northwestern Ontario Sportsmen’s Alliance
(NOSA) try to step up each year by providing
volunteer help and financial support for this
event. Sure the event celebrates future of
upcoming tournament anglers but it also
introduces these young people to the concept
of conservation and the need to wisely manage our fisheries so that many generations to
follow will be able to enjoy this type of world
class walleye angling.
Sandro Fragale and Randy Neufeld are the
back bone of the event and a huge thank you
goes out to them from all of the teams who
participated. We look forward to another
Thunder Bay AYA in 2012.

Save time, labor and material cost.
The enhanced features of the Quick4 Equalizer 36 Chamber and the
proven performance of Infiltrator products add up to cost savings on
labor and material, time savings on the job, and optional design solutions.

Compared with stone and pipe, Infiltrator chambers offer these advantages:
• Smaller footprint with equal or better performance
means you install a reliable top performing system
allowing less site disruption
• Patented sidewalls provide maximum infiltration
• Fast, easy installation saves time and money
• MultiPort™ End Caps offer multiple piping options and
• Equivalent or greater storage capacity means increased
minimize the use of pipe fittings
safety factor and peace of mind
• Higher Long-Term Acceptance Rate (LTAR)
Infiltrator System Inc. offers specific products and system designs that provide solutions for
almost any onsite wastewater system.

Inflitarator Systems TW

Reinforced lid
Partition (in 2 compartment tanks)

Series Septic Tanks provide superior strength
for long term, water tight performance.
Innovative features not found in any other
septic tank include: thick, triple wall design
manufactured with proprietary state of the
art rotomolding technology, permanent,
factory installed structural bulkheads; and
reinforced access ports. No special
installation, backfill or water filling
procedures are required. The TW-Series
Septic Tanks come in 5 different sizes.

Structural bulkheads

58 Cooper Road
Thunder Bay, ON P7C 5M9

1-888-290-8986

939-2655

$500
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485 Memorial Ave. Thunder Bay, ON P7B 3Y6 • Tel: (807) 345-3323
Fax: (807)345-1500 • Toll Free: 1-888-345-1511

“Your Fishing & Hunting Specialists”
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SPORTING GOODS

(near Fairview Ave.)

2205 W. Arthur St.

345-0071

A unique photographic location

New Studio
Now Open!

Toll Free 1.877.939.2631
www.gordontrailersales.ca

“When experience counts”

YOUR RV HEADQUARTERS

807.939.2631

Twin City Crossroads, Thunder Bay

www.smithsrvcentre.com

940 Cobalt Crescent • 346-9399

See store for details
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Submit your digital fishing photo to:

Enter via email
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in our showroom

Phone 622-5120

344-1638

429 Fort William Rd.

See us for details.
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FREE
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www.northernturfequip.com

815 Simpson Street 623–1941 • Toll Free 1–888–798–8805

Northern Turf Equipment
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Lawnmowers

Dependable performance.
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summer on the water &
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285-4865

1160 Memorial Ave.

3404 Rosslyn Rd. Thunder Bay 939-2521

www.rosslynservice.ca

Come see the
50th Anniversary
Special Edition

Frederica St. W.
Bay, ON
807.475.4133 136Thunder

Whether your yard is large or
small, or has wide-open spaces
with lots of landscaping and
trees to trim around, there’s a
Snapper walk-mower for you.
See them today at...

Push Mowers
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Tackle, Hunting and Camping Supplies

545 Memorial Avenue • 345-8008

Serving Thunder Bay for over 15 years with
75 years of combined automobile experience.

With this coupon. Some restrictions apply.

OIL CHANGE PKG.

$
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5
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Warranty Approved Service

Drive Up Drive In
Drive Thru Service

Your professional 10 Minute Oil Change Centre”

“

1st Place: Total Value = $1,000
2nd thru 10th Place: Rod & Reel Compliments
Chainsaw Centre & Equipment
All prize winners randomly selected.
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Weathertech
floor liners
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On display at College Park Variety 768 N. James St
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Mustang Inflatables

1520 W. Arthur St. 577-5122
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$

The More You Know The Better We Look

c/w 9.9 HP Mercury 4 Stroke & Trailer

14’ Fisherman

In Stock…
Ready to Go!

735 Red River Road

PREMIUM PET FOODS

292 N. Cumberland Street
345-4787 • Toll Free: 1-800-681-4029 • aonedist@tbaytel.net

Swim $
Raft
PLUS FREE ANCHOR

1395

Otter Island

DISCOUNTS

CASH

Financing for up to 48
months OAC or

0%%

Chainsaw
Centre

Harbourview
Funeral Home

WE REPAIR ALL MAKES& MODELS • OPEN MON. TO THURS. 8:30AM - 5:30PM, FRI. 8:30AM - 5PM & SAT. 9AM - NOON

www.chainsawcentre.ca
chainsawcentre@yahoo.com

(807) 344-8901

Thunder Bay, ON P7A 2K7

174 POWLEY STREET

174
Powley

N. Cumberland

From the very first time you turn the key and start up a T-Series lawn tractor, you’ll be in love. The first thing you’ll feel is the comfortable seat and
you’ll notice the roominess of the full-flat operator platform. Next, you’ll appreciate the T-Series’ increased horsepower, especially when taking on
big jobs or when mowing long grass. But most of all, you’ll be pleasantly surprised at just how easy the T-Series is to use, from its smooth hydrostatic
transmission to its revolutionary new 3-in-1 mower deck. With the T-Series, what were once chores will soon turn into recreation.

Learning to drive one will take minutes.
Getting off of one might take a bit longer.

361 Memorial Avenue,
Thunder Bay, ON
345-0902
1-800-486-2144

• 7 days / 1,000km exchange privilege
• Carproof Vehicle History Report

You get all the benefits of a new Honda
including peace of mind and the confidence
that comes with a factory warranty.

1164 Roland St • 622-0001 • www.northcountrycycle.ca

✃
Name:

Don’t think of it as used,
think of it as thoroughly tested.

349 Mooney Avenue,
Thunder Bay, Ontario
(807) 344-0811
Toll Free 1-800-465-3001

“Complete boat, motor & trailer packages starting at $13995”

FORESTRY CONSULTANTS INC.

kbm

for Garmin’s

Backroad
GPS Maps

We’ve got ‘em!
Ontario

Or Fill out the ballot: Complete the Official
‘Gone Fishing’ Entry Ballot. Attach your
favourite fishing photo & mail or drop off to The
Chronicle-Journal, 75 South Cumberland Street,
Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1A3. Deadline for
submissions is September 6th. Prize winners
will be announced in our special ‘Gone Fishing’
Tabloid Sunday September 18th.

2011 HONDA ACCORD SEDAN

BEAUTY IS SKIN DEEP,
THE REST IS ALL LUXURY.

Congratulations to David Funk
David was the winner in our Name Our Pet Page Contest with his entry

“Tails of Endearment”
Apart from bragging rights, David also won a nights stay at McVicar Manor Bed & Breakfast

2011 ACCORD SE SEDAN

ENTER OUR PET
PHOTO CONTEST

WIN PRIZES

IT LIKES
TO ENTERTAIN

AND IT LIKES
TO SPOIL

The Accord Sedan plays host to a wide
variety of available fun features and
must-have amenities. For example, how
does a 7-speaker, 270-watt AM/FM/CD
premium audio system with 6-disc in-dash
CD changer, MP3/Windows Media® Audio
playback capability, and XM® Satellite
Radio** or an available Honda SatelliteLinked Navigation System™ with bilingual
voice recognition and HandsFreeLink™
billingual Bluetooth® wireless
mobile phone interface sound?

Is the Accord big on luxury?
Sophistication? Comfort?
Yes, yes and yes. From the available
leather-trimmed seats to the available
heated front seats, to the available
dual-zone automatic climate control with
air-filteration sytem, the Accord likes to
pamper its passengers.

361 Memorial Ave.
Thunder Bay, ON
345-0902

TOLL FREE 1•800•486•2144

Here at Gore Motors Honda, we are passionate about our
vehicles, our customers and their family, including their extended
furry four legged family members. We have made a special “Pet
Page” with contests and more to come! Enter a funny or cute
picture of your pet for a chance to WIN prizes in our “Pet Photo
Contest”! We’ll post your entry on our Pet Page. Have your friends
visit www.goremotorshonda.com and vote for your entry.
Every month I’ll count up the “votes” and the
top winners will receive a fabulous prize.

Enter!
Now

HOW TO ENTER...

Simply email your pictures to promo@goremotors.com
including your name & contact information and we’ll do the rest.
Enter now...enter often. Thanks to all who enter.
CLEO, Pet Page Web Master

Visit us at: www.goremotorshonda.com

Enter
Often!
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Early
Start
In mid July, most people’s minds are on walleye fishing or summer camping, but as well as
these things, I spend a great deal of time focused on the fall deer hunt. While many people may
start their scouting a little early, getting out a few weeks before the season begins; summertime
is the time to begin. While there are certainly things you can learn in the early fall and throughout the season, but summer time scouting can certainly be worthwhile.
Doing your scouting in the summer has several advantages. As productive as scouting in the
fall can be, tromping around in the deer woods in the fall can impact your hunt, as your presence in the woods can negatively affect deer behavior. Leaving scent, making noise, and spooking off deer you bump into can change deer patterns and worst case scenario move deer off
your hunting grounds. It gives you a chance to better learn your hunting grounds, discover travel routes, or find new hunting or stand locations.
While deer behavior will certainly be different in the fall not everything changes. You may not
see the same bachelor groups of bucks you may see in the summertime, and large bucks may
not stay in the same area, but you can learn some general things about both your hunting area,
and deer patterns. You may have a large buck in an area all summer and early fall, only to have
him disappear come the rut. At the same time, you may also see very few bucks, and come rut,
be overrun with large deer. What you will find in the summer is what the general patterns and
behaviour of deer are. What areas they are using for bedding, feeding, water and the paths they
take to get there.

Northwestern
Northwestern Ontario’s
Ontario’s
Favourite
Favourite Motorcycle
Motorcycle

Summer is also when you should be hanging your stands, or touching up existing stands or
blinds; clearing trails into them, clearing shooting lanes, and maintaining them. As there is still
leaf cover in the woods during the early archery season and often during the first few weeks of
gun season, seeing what your stands are like with the summer foliage will give you a chance to
clear them out for the fall.
Several other things to look for while out, are rubs and scrapes from previous years. While
scrapes may be harder to find from years past, rubs usually stand out and you can often tell
what’s from the past year and what’s older. Seeing rubs gives you an idea on the areas that rutting bucks frequent, the routes they take, and even the size of animals, depending on the width
of rubs and the size trees they’re on. You may even come across sheds from years past, which
both give an indication of animals they were around, but also are a nice keepsake to have.
While out scouting, if you have one available,
bring a GPS along and mark your trails, as well
as points of interest, such as watering holes,
major trails, rubs, or potential stand sites. Both
before and after scouting, refer to maps, or
Google earth to get a better lay of the land you’re
hunting.
Trail cams are another vital scouting tool, and
can do the scouting for you year round. I have
trail cameras set up in my hunting areas nearly
year round, and am always amazed what you
can learn from them. So for those deer hunters
who want to get more out of there season, take a
few days this summer and spend it in your deer
woods, its sure to pay come fall.
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Kawasaki KLR 650
Kawaskai’s dual sport motorcycle intended
for use on both paved and unpaved roads.
Ridden by adventure riders, urban
commuters and trail riders.

THE BEST MOTORCYCLE
FOR THE MONEY

$

6699

1425 Walsh Street West 622-0007 • w w w. e x c a l i b u r m o t o r c y c l e w o r k s . c o m
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Just a Stone’s Throw Away
One of the great things about living in
Northwestern Ontario is our proximity to
unspoiled wilderness and endless outdoor
adventure opportunities. Recreational activities like fishing, camping, mountain biking
and paddling are always close to home and easily accessible for anyone living between Sault
Ste Marie and the Manitoba border.
Opportunities for more extreme activities like
rock climbing and whitewater kayaking are
also there for those adventurous enough to
seek them out. For many residents living in
communities along the north shore of Lake
Superior, summer fun also includes: sailing,
wind surfing, sea kayaking, stand-up paddle
boarding and even surfing.
While all of these activities provide true excitement and a sublime experience, they also
require a certain amount of time, freedom, and
investment. However, there is one activity that
almost everyone can participate in without
making much of a commitment - hiking.
Because every community in our region offers
something special and unique, one of the best
ways to experience all of nature’s wonders is to
discover the landscape on foot.
Here are some of my family’s favourite places
to explore:

Ouimet Canyon, near Dorion
A pair of observation decks & a boardwalk compliment the walking trails along the edge of this
impressive, sheer-walled canyon. Hikers are
rewarded with spectacular views of this deep
gorge which shelters rare arctic-alpine plants.

Rainbow Falls by Terrace Bay
Here, the cascading waters drop far and fast
over a series of rock ledges on their way to
Lake Superior. Trails, including a section of
the Voyageur Trail, lead to stunning panoramic views of the greatest of the Great Lakes.

Neys Provincial Park, near Marathon
This is where the Group of Seven’s Lawren
Harris painted Pic Island. We always stop here
when passing by because this remote peninsula offers explorers uniquely smooth rock
islands and an amazing beach with piles of
driftwood strewn about.

Kakabeka Falls in the town of Kakabeka Falls
Beyond the platforms and boardwalk, a series
of trails provide adventure while enhancing the
breath-taking view of the Kaministiqua River
as it plunges over the cliffs and down forty vertical metres to crash on the rocks below.

Sleeping Giant Provincial Park by Pass Lake
On the southern tip of the rugged Sibley peninsula lies the legendary Nanabijou and numerous trails. Most popular is the Kabiyun Trail
and the many trails that branch off of it. These
will lead you to places like the Sea Lion, Tee
Harbour, and to the top of the Giant. Some
more remote options on the peninsula are the
Pikerel Lake Trail and the Burma Trail, each
of which allow you to experience the best sections of the Sleeping Giant Loppet XC ski tour.
For those looking for something shorter, Joe
Creek Trail and Sibley Creek Trail are just
long enough to stretch the legs at about 1.5km
each, while the Plantain Lane trail is an easy
500m of abandoned Silver Islet roadway.
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2003
17 Escape
Honda 50 4 stroke tiller
and 2010 Shorelander
1800 lb trailer with spare.

$

6,999

2005 Alumacraft
Navagator
185 Sport

SOLD

2005
Hewescraft
Sportsman 20
with top, 03 Honda 130hp
4 stroke, 2004 3000 lb
Shorlander

$

18,499

Check our websites for all used boats and motors,
www.pinewoodsports.com and www.badiuk.com
or call 1-800-716-4316

150 Suzuki 4 stroke and
trailer, electric troller.

$

22,799

Char and Brooke Ailey explore the rugged shoreline of the Sibley Peninsula.

Come Check Out Our Prices
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“We supply a large selection of parts for
most makes and models of outboards
dating back to the early 50’s and newer.”
• Snowmobiles • ATVs • Outboards
email: bob@overhillsports.com
317 Intola Rd. RR12
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 5E3
Ph: 1-(807) 768-7720
• Fax: 1-(807) 768-7725

Outboards Recycling Parts & Service!

Fort Frances • 1-800-716-4316

www.overhillsports.com
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Understanding Crossbows – Part 3
Last month, in Understanding Crossbows! Part Two we looked
at tests that compared the differences in performance of four
high-end hunting crossbows with my BowTech Admiral compound hunting bow. We concluded that, despite
much advancement in crossbows
over the past few years, like their
compound bow counterparts,
crossbows are still very much
short-range weapons. In this final
episode of this Series we look at
some other factors the hunter should
take into account when considering
crossbows for hunting.

Major Crossbow Advantages
Physical Advantage for the Shooter
One major advantage of the crossbow is that, once the arrow is
loaded, the shooter doesn’t have to physically hold the arrow
back until the release takes place – the locking mechanism
holds the arrow back for the shooter until the trigger is pulled.
Ease of Use
A second advantage is the ease of use for new shooters. Because
both rifles and crossbows are cocked before firing, and are held
and aimed in the same manner when shooting, inexperienced
archers who have shot rifles before but who are shooting crossbows for the first time can expect to initially relate more to and
achieve greater accuracy with crossbows than they would initially with either compound or traditional bows. This is particularly true when shooting crossbows from prone, sitting or
kneeling positions. However, many crossbows tend to be front
heavy, and many shooters will find these crossbows a bit awkward to shoot from a standing position.
Note 1: Reverse limb technology (Scorpyd) on some newer crossbows allows the bow to be much nearer the shooter and this makes
these crossbows less front heavy. Other crossbow manufacturers
are addressing this front-heavy problem in different ways, including the use of shorter & lighter parallel-limb construction bows
(TenPoint); the use of forearm grips that can be moved to better
accommodate the shooter (Parker); and/or by incorporating body
designs that better distribute the overall weight of the bow.

Major Crossbow Disadvantages
Cocking & Loading
One key disadvantage of the crossbow is that drawing back the
string to cock the crossbow and then properly seating the arrow
for shooting requires much more maneuvering and
time as compared
with nocking
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This slower cocking & loading problem is compounded by the fact that cocking aids have to be used. It is
also critical when cocking the crossbow that the string be placed
dead center on the locking mechanism; otherwise, one limb will
be pulled back further than the other and accuracy suffers.
Shot Noise
When compared to traditional and compound bows excessive
shot noise can be a problem with many crossbows; and this
could be a limiting factor in some hunting conditions. Don’t
look for many second shots with these particular crossbows.
Note 2: More recently, incorporating the use of parallel limb construction, improved designs, and the addition of various noise
dampeners has considerably reduced the shot noise of many
crossbows.
Unloading the Crossbow
For safety reasons many newer crossbow designs incorporate
the use of dry-fire inhibiters (where the device immediately
catches the string if a dry fire occurs) and/or anti-dry-fire
devices (where the device makes the trigger inoperable when
no arrow is loaded on the flight deck). The tradeoff with these
safety devices is that it is necessary to actually fire an arrow
from the crossbow to un-cock the crossbow – a pain!

Conclusions
In terms of performance
today’s high quality compound
bows and crossbows are more efficient, faster, and easier to use
than ever before; however, before rushing out to make your purchase of a crossbow, do your homework! Unlike compound bow
manufacturers, crossbow manufacturers don’t follow a common
standard when publishing their performance figures. Until
some standards are put in place that all crossbow manufacturers must follow, it is a ‘Let the Buyer Beware!’ crossbow market
out there.
Each year both compound bow and crossbow manufacturers
continue to make improvements in their products where they
can. As examples, in 2011 BowTech introduced its Invasion CPX
model, a very forgiving and smooth shooting bow with an IBO
speed of 343 fps. Scorpyd now has its Telson line consisting of
the first crossbows in the world to deliver one pound of kinetic
energy for each pound of draw weight; and they offer 90#, 110#,
and 130# models in this new line. In my opinion Scorpyd is following a wise course by concentrating on improving the efficiency of their crossbows. Their crossbows now deliver exceptional performance using much lower draw-weight bows than
crossbows from any other manufacturer. The Scorpyd crossbow
design may very well be the wave of the future.

A Major Anti-Crossbow Argument
Anti-crossbow persons often state that crossbow hunters have
an unfair advantage in that the last-minute drawing of the bow
Good Hunting!
by the hunter using a compound or traditional bow is eliminated. I found this to be a weak
argument in practice because
crossbows are relatively heavy
and bulky, and, like rifles, are
not held in a shooting/firing
position while waiting for animals to show up. In terms of
overall movement, I found
that raising a crossbow to aim
and fire involved about as
much movement as drawing
back my compound bow. In
ground blinds, where all
movement by either traditional, compound or crossbow
$89.95
shooters is hidden, the anticrossbow position on this
argument is non-existent.
or purchase directly from Alex

MOOSE HUNTERS

Gouthro at 807-767-0494
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Your Best Bet
for Boating Safety
Every year in Northwestern Ontario people
drown while boating. A great percentage of
the victims are found not wearing lifejackets
or PFDs. The boat they’re operating has
either hit something under the water and
capsized or they’ve fallen from the boat. Most
of the victims are male and alcohol is a common factor.
A day on the water should begin by checking
to ensure that all the necessary safety equipment is present, accessible and in good working order. The equipment required by law can
be broken down into four categories: Life
Saving Appliances, Vessel Safety Equipment,
Navigation Equipment and Fire Fighting
Equipment.
The size of the vessel and what it’s powered
by determines exactly what is needed. The
most popular sized motor boats (those under
six metres) require the following:

Life Saving Appliances
• proper fitting life jacket or PFD for each
person
• a buoyant heaving line not less than 15
metres
• a watertight flashlight or three pyrotechnic
distress signals

Navigation Equipment
• a sound signalling device (whistle or air horn)
• navigation lights if operated after sunset

Seasoned
boaters will also
carry a floating survival kit in their boat that
includes a cellular or satellite phone, personal
emergency locator beacon (such as a Spot
Satellite GPS Messenger), signalling mirror,
strobe light, medical and first aid, emergency
shelter, food and water.

Fire Fighting Equipment
• a 5B-C extinguisher if equipped with an
inboard engine, a fixed fuel tank or a fuel-burning cooking, heating or refrigerating appliance.

The most important piece of safety equipment
that you have on hand is your life jacket or
personal floatation device (PFD). In an emergency situation everything happens in the

Vessel Safety Equipment
• a manual propelling device or an anchor with
15m of line
• a bailer or manual bilge pump

Get it on!
PFDs save lives.

Thunder Bay District

Health Unit

Thunder Bay District

Health Unit
blink of an eye
and can cause people
to panic. Trying to find
your life jacket after you’ve
been thrown from the boat and put it on
in the water is difficult. Consider what would
happen if you were knocked unconscious and
not wearing it. A life jacket is designed to turn
you on your back and keep your face out of
the water. A PFD is designed only to keep you
afloat.
All too often while doing marine patrols
Conservation Officers see parents making
sure their children are wearing their PFDs but
they fail to follow their own advice. Although
not required by law (unless it is an inflatable
PFD), wearing your life jacket or PFD only
makes sense.
It won’t kill you to wear it, but it might if you
don’t.

$

179 95

MSRP $219.95

BG 55 Gas Blower

WEIGHS ONLY 4.1 kg / 9.0 lb
IN
THIS
ISSUE
*

» Gear up for safety
» Great deals on STIHL
» The right tool for every job

$

149
NEW

95

PLUS

#1 Selling Brand in Canada is based on an independent market share analysis of imported gasoline powered handheld outdoor power equipment for the year 2009.

MSRP $189.95

FS 38 Gas Trimmerr

Hand
Held
Blowers

WEIGHS ONLY 4.1 kg
g / 9.0 lb

Innovative products
from STIHL

11995

FS 40 C and BG 86 shown.

Curved Shaft
Models

Engine
Size (cc)

Engine Power
(kW)

Weight
(kg/lb)

MSRP

Promo
Price

FSE 60

120 V

0.60

4.0 / 8.8

$149.95

$129.95

FS 38

27.2

0.65

4.1 / 9.0

$189.95

$149.95

FS 45

27.2

0.75

4.1 / 9.0

$219.95

$179.95

FS 40 C-E

27.2

0.70

4.5 / 9.9

$259.95

$229.95

FS 50

27.2

0.80

4.5 / 9.9

$249.95

$229.95

Engine
Size (cc)

Engine Power
(kW)

Weight
(kg/lb)

MSRP

Promo
Price

FS 55 R

27.2

0.75

4.8 / 10.6

$279.95

$249.95

FS 56 RC-E

27.2

0.80

4.8 / 10.6

$329.95

$299.95

FS 70 RC-E

27.2

0.90

4.8 / 10.6

$359.95

$329.95

Back
Pack
Blowers
From

Straight Shaft
Models

FS 90 R

28.4

0.95

5.3 / 11.7

$399.95

$359.95

FS 100 RX

31.4

1.05

4.7 / 10.3

$449.95

$399.95

FS 110 R

31.4

1.05

5.5 / 12.1

$479.95

$429.95

47995

$

279

$

95

RE 108 Pressure Washer

From

$

NEW STIHL ELECTRIC PRESSURE WASHERS

Clean up quickly and easily
with the new pressure washers from STIHL! They feature
an aluminum pump with stainless steel pistons, quiet induction
motor
and
telescopic handle providing compact transportation and storage. Their
front lids can be opened
to store the nozzles. The
RE 128 PLUS features
extra power, a non- kink
high pressure hose and a
hose reel.

349 95

$

RE 128 PLUS Pressure Washer
SPECIAL OFFER

429

$

HS 45 Gas Hedge Trimmer

95

Sold with pick tines.
Attachments sold separately.

349

$

N. Cumberland

MSRP $469.95

MM 55 YARD BOSS

®

174
Powley

One Engine. Multi-tools.

FREE

Universal Yard Care System

Wheel Kit
®

ALSO AVAILABLE WITH
FOR $479.95

95

Every MM 55 Yard Boss
comes standard with a
FREE Wheel Kit to allow
for ease of handling.

Harbourview
Funeral Home

Chainsaw
Centre

174 POWLEY STREET
Thunder Bay, ON P7A 2K7

Bolo Tines
BK-MM

Pick Tines
BF-MM

Edger
FC-MM

PowerSweep™
KW-MM

Dethatcher
MF-MM

Aerator
RL-MM

Bristle Brush
KB-MM

(807) 344-8901
www.chainsawcentre.ca
chainsawcentre@yahoo.com

WE REPAIR ALL MAKES& MODELS • OPEN MON. TO THURS. 8:30AM - 5:30PM, FRI. 8:30AM - 5PM & SAT. 9AM - NOON
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Beebe
Knives
Tools or works of Art?
Any true outdoorsman knows that a good
knife is a vital tool to have in the kit of hunting, fishing or trapping gear. However, finding
the “perfect” knife is sometimes a challenge.
Enter Paul Beebe, a master craftsman who
may just have an entire selection of what I call
the “perfect” knives for the outdoorsman.
I first met Paul Beebe at a trapper’s convention some years back and before I was
impressed with his knife making craftsmanship I was first impressed with his genuinely
engaging spirit. The guy would just as soon
talk with you about his love of photography as
much as he would his passion for making
what truly may be the best knife in North
America. He’s very down to earth. All businessmen and women should take a lesson
from Paul in how to demonstrate an interest
in a potential customer.
Born in Ohio, Paul Beebe and his parents
immigrated to Canada when he was just six-

teen. They settled in Upsala, Ontario and thus
began his life in the northern bush, trapping,
hunting, fishing and falling in love with the
peacefulness and beauty of the harsh
Canadian wilderness. It was then that Paul
learned to appreciate the value of making
things with his own hands. Around the mid
‘70s Paul had already made his first knife, a
simple beaver skinner.
But from this first work, the spark of creative
inspiration grew to fuel the future coal burning forge from which Paul would craft tools
and knives for friends and family. Paul strived
for pieces that were both functional yet also
beautiful.
By the mid 1980’s, after refining his skills and
becoming more serious in his handiwork, he
eventually found himself supplying Lee Valley
Tools Ltd. with his services as a blacksmith
and toolmaker. Lee Valley Tools is one of the
most renowned tool making companies in

www.beebeknives.com

Handmade Sporting Knives,
Woodcarving Knives and
Kitchen Cutlery
• All knives are totally handmade in my
shop.
• Specializing in original designs as well as
some custom orders.
• Specializing in fixed blade working knives
(full tang, 3/4 tang and narrow tang
designs and blades hollow ground or flat
ground).
• Design and building of all leather sheaths

MODEL
#5WF

Full tang hunting knife 5" hollow ground 440C
stainless blade,
micarta handle scales,

262

$

with sheath

Knives for hunting, fishing, camping,
kitchen, woodcarving or collecting.

Beebe Knives

18 Lang Lake Farm Lane, Upsala, ON
Shop Ph./Fax 807-986-1408
Home Ph. 807-986-1524
email: paul@beebeknives.com
web: www.beebeknives.com

MODEL
#7FF

Full tang fillet knife 7" flat ground ATS34
stainless blade,
Dymondwood handle

235

$

with sheath

Handcrafted deep in the heart of Northwestern Ontario

Written by

JohOUnTDOKOaRSpGUlaIDEnis

North America. Paul Beebe says of Lee Valley,
“I have felt privileged over the years to supply
Lee Valley, and through them, many craftsmen, with a variety of my handmade tools.”
Paul explained to me that in today’s knife
making world, there are two basic approaches
to building a blade: 1) forging 2) stock removal
(making the blade from a piece of stock steel).
Although Paul considers himself a blacksmith
and has years of experience in forging both
tools, knives and other items he generally
prefers to build knives using the stock
removal method. Occasionally he’ll forge a
larger blade though, and this past winter he
forged a hunting knife from a piece of 3/4”
diameter “O1” high carbon tool steel. This
amazing knife is still listed on his website in
his Knife Gallery page.
But for most of his hunting, fillet and
kitchen knife collection, Paul starts with a
piece of flat bar of the steel quality he desires for the knife.
Usually he selects a high quality stainless steel like the commonly used 440C grade but
occasionally high carbon steel is also
used. Beebe uses a pattern for most of
his knives, allowing him to scribe the
profile shape of the knife onto a
piece of flat bar, then the pattern
gets transferred over to the band
saw where a rough profile of the
knife is cut out. From there, the
remaining work is done at a belt
grinder by hand.
This next phase is known as
“blade beveling” and it is done
without any tools or jigs. This
time consuming process is
devoted to applying one of
three basic bevel designs to
each knife. For example, a
“sabre hollow grind” is
done on most of the standard hunting blades and
this bevels the blade partially, leaving a distinguishable
bevel line along the length
of the blade. A full flat grind
is used for fillet knives and
kitchen blades.
All of the blades that are
crafted by Paul Beebe are
then heat treated using a
small furnace. It is at this
stage of the process that
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the steel blade of the
knife is hardened or
tempered, and thus
Beebe’s knives are
well reputed for holding a superior edge.
His knives are literally razor sharp when he
sells them and he offers free
sharpening anytime for any of
his hand crafted blades.
The blades apart, the knife would
not be complete without a handle
and sheath and Paul’s attention to
quality and function carries over to
these two components of his world
class creations. Various materials
are used for handles but my
favorite is the classic wood
handled knife. For some
knives, Paul is able to use a
milling machine for shaping
and drilling multiple handle pieces,
thus saving him time and allowing
him to produce more quantity of
handle material, but in the end each
knife is pieced together by hand using
epoxy and rivets.
For his “full tang” and “narrow tang”
knives however, he has no such time saving method for mass production, and
each handle is fixed to a knife and once
the glue is set, it is then taken through a
series of steps to shape and finish each
one individually. A final polishing ends the
process of knife building.
A quality knife sheath is important to protect and carry the valuable blade. Paul adds
a unique touch to his knife sheaths by using
one of his own custom built decorative
stamps on the leather to create an attractive
sheath that any outdoorsman would be proud
to carry on his belt.

For more information on the amazing line of handmade knives by Paul Beebe, visit him at www.beebeknives.com to see the full selection of his craft or be
sure to visit him at one of the many outdoor shows featured in Thunder Bay over the winter months.
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Chronicle-Journal and Outdoors
Guide Writers Receive Awards
History of Outdoor Writers
of Canada

Annual Communication
Awards

Waterloo newspaperman
Herb Smith is credited as
founder of the Outdoor
Writers of Canada (OWC) in
1957. With Smith as the OWC's
first president, the charter
membership consisted of
newspaper and magazine writers, but has since grown to
include authors, script writers,
photographers, cinematographers, artists, illustrators, radio
& television personalities, lecturers, public relations specialists, and outdoor industry contacts. The original concept
behind the OWC was craft
improvement, but it quickly
became evident that there was a
need to work closely with government, industry, organizations and
private interests to educate and
promote the responsible use of
Canada's natural resources.

This annual competition recognizes and rewards excellence in
outdoor communication and
promotes craft improvement. It
is open to all members of the
Outdoor Writers of Canada "in
good standing" who submit
chosen works of literary, photographic and video samples
of their craft for judging in
the annual awards program.

James
Smedley

The (OWC) is an organization of individual communicators
and corporate partners that promotes and recognizes high
standards of craftsmanship and professional conduct among
its members. The OWC provides services to members to assist
them in achieving success and excellence in outdoor communications related to hunting, fishing and other traditional outdoor activities.
The Outdoor Writers of Canada strives to stimulate interest in
and an appreciation of the outdoors, as well as to stimulate
high standards of craftsmanship among those concerned with
the portrayal of outdoor life. OWC also aims to co-operate with
others in support of the responsible use(s) of Canada's natural
resources.

With an impressive list of award winning and up and coming
popular outdoor writers, the Chronicle Journal and The
Outdoors Guide is proud of the contributions of our entire outdoor writing line up. Each is accomplished in their own right
and they work very hard to give readers and advertisers the
very best in written outdoor entertainment and informative
“how to” advice.

John
Kaplanis

In each category the winner
of the 2011 Outdoor
Communication Award is
listed first followed by 2
Award of Merit winners. In
each category a panel of
their peers selects the successful recipients of the
awards.
The awards are presented annually at the Awards Banquet
during the Outdoor Writers of Canada's annual conference.

2011 Chronicle-Journal and Outdoors Guide
Writers Recognized
This year the Chronicle Journal and Outdoors Guide magazine
are proud to recognize award winning outdoor writers James
Smedley and John Kaplanis as they took home prestigious
awards of merit in their respective categories at the 2011 OWC
Annual Communications Awards ceremony.
James Smedley earned a well deserved 2nd place Brock
McRitchie Award for his work entitled Ogoki Walleye as featured in The Outdoors Guide Magazine. The Brock McRitchie
Award is presented for works depicting children learning
about and/or enjoying the outdoors.

Get your BOATsmart! Card

1993
Sylvan 16 Sport
Select

For information
for next class location
and price, contact

1992 Johnson 90
and trailer

Superior West Marine
at (807) 285-2850
BoatSmartExam.com

John Kaplanis also earned a 2nd place finish in the
Newspaper/Internet Feature category for his story entitled
First Bear Hunt Memorable For Father and Son as featured in
the Chronicle Journal Newspaper weekend outdoor section.

(leave message) or send email to
superiorwestmarine@hotmail.ca

1996 Ranger Ski & Fish
new top, trailer and 2002 Yamaha 200 HPDI
Must go, Consignment.

$

16,999

2011 210
Seabreeze
Pontoon Pkg.

$

5,999

Check our websites for all used boats and motors,
www.pinewoodsports.com and www.badiuk.com
or call 1-800-716-4316

with 60HP, vinyl floor,
4 fishing seats,

free cover

$

19,895

Fort Frances • 1-800-716-4316

«
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Trolling with a Fly Rod
Most people equate fly fishing with standing in
a stream and waving a rod. But fly fishing can
also be very productive from a boat when fishing lakes and large rivers. Casting a fly line
from a boat, however, may be one of the most
difficult tasks to master. Murphy’s law of tangles dictates that if a fly line can wrap around
a boat seat, net handle, or buckle on a life jacket, it will - especially if conditions are windy.
Wind is the nemesis of every fly angler. When
the wind really blows even the best casters are
euchred when fishing open water. Hence the
requirement for knowing how to troll successfully when under these conditions - or even if
you simply need a break from fly casting.
Certainly you can simply switch to spinning
gear, but in the absence of same, you can troll
a fly on a sinking -, or sink-tip fly line with
great success.
Here are some general guidelines for trolling
flies that I follow: First off, pay out all of your
fly line right down to the backing when you
begin to troll. This puts the fly far enough
behind the boat so that fish disturbed by the
motor will recover and chase your fly. I generally use a fast-sinking, sink-tip line for trolling
as I generally have them on hand for fishing

streams. You will be surprised how deep a
large streamer will troll on such a system. I
have snagged on bottom in six-feet of water
with this outfit, so I know it sinks at least as
deep as a heavy metal lure. If more than one
angler is trolling, then line tangles become a
possibility (see above: Murphy’s Law of tangles). To avoid this I will have one angler fish
with a heavier sinking line, or have one troll
farther behind the boat - or both. Like any
trolling system you want to avoid having two
rods on the same side of the boat. Make boat
turns gradual. This will also avoid tangles and
also snags on bottom.

Trolling Lakes
Trolling requires two important tools: a depthfinder and good pair of polarized glasses both for finding and avoiding underwater
structure. When you are trolling a fly line,
you’ll want to focus on structure along shorelines and reefs - particularly near a sharp
drop-off. I have successfully caught limits of
walleye by targeting transition areas especial-

ly when they coincide with weed
beds. The edge of a weed bed
often denotes a drop-off, and also
is a prime hunting ground for all
species of game fish.
If you find a particularly sharp
drop-off, you can sink your fly deeper by making a fairly sharp turn with the boat. This will
ease the tension and speed on your streamer
and cause it to sink into the depths. Fish often
strike once the fly starts to speed up as you
come out of the turn.
Under-water rock piles are also great areas for
trolling because they provide cover for both
bait fish and their predators, who will often
move from cover to take a large streamer fly.
Use large streamer flies weighted with beadchain or metal eyes that have lots of colour
and flash. You may have to play with patterns
to find the magic one. On a recent trip to
Miminiska Lodge with the veterans enrolled
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in the Healing Waters project, we
found that orange and red seemed to catch
twice as many fish as other colours. The water
on the Albany River is quite indicative of
most lakes in Northern Ontario having that
dark tea-stained appearance.

Trolling Rivers
Trolling rivers takes some extra skills because
of the tricks that current plays on the boat
and its handler. For this reason you should be
cautious of particularly swift water until you
are very comfortable at operating a boat in
current.
One particularly productive spot to troll a
streamer on a river is just upstream of a set of
rapids. This area is known as the tail-out of a
pool. Fish will station themselves here, park
themselves behind rocks and wait for dinner
to be served. One successful method on large
rivers is to swing your boat upstream and
across the river allowing the fly line and
streamer to swing downstream of the boat
into undisturbed waters. This is a favoured
trolling technique for all kinds of bait systems
on large rivers such as the Nipigon, Niagara
and others.
My final advice is that whenever you are
trolling, the driver of the boat should not fish
if you are working tricky shorelines or water
with current. No fish is worth loosing a propeller or damaging your boat. (P.S. Murphy’s
Law of New Boats dictates that if there is a
sunken reef on a lake your prop will find it.)

Wide Selection
of Inventory...

We’re Your Summer
Fun Time Exclusive Otter
Dealer…
• Swim Rafts • Kyaks • Dock
Accessories

Check our websites for all used boats and motors,
www.pinewoodsports.com and www.badiuk.com
or call 1-800-716-4316

www.otteroutdoors.com
WE
T
HAVE !I
ALL

Fort Frances • 1-800-716-4316

292 N. Cumberland Street, Thunder Bay
807-345-4787 • Toll Free: 1-800-681-4029
aonedist@tbaytel.net • www.aonedist.com
Stronger Canadian $ Means Lower Prices To You.

MID SEASON CLEARANCE

DISCOUNTS UP TO 20% OFF PLUS REBATES
Vantage 24 SP Pontoon

Vantage 24 SF Tritoon

Loaded - 115HP Merc 4 stroke-no trailer.

Loaded with 150 HP Merc 4 stroke & galvanized trailer.

$2075
REBATE
PLUS FREE MOORING COVER

$2075
REBATE
PLUS FREE MOORING COVER
Not exactly as illustrated.

Vectra 19-2SPontoon

Vantage 23 Pontoon

60 HP Merc 4 stroke- no trailer.

115 HP Merc 4 stroke, Bimini Top, vinyl floor- no trailer.

$1675
REBATE
PLUS FREE MOORING COVER

$2400
REBATE
PLUS FREE MOORING COVER

Hudson
19’ DLX-WS
Walkthrough with 115 HP Merc 4 stroke,

Holiday 16’ DLX-WS
60 HP Merc 4 stroke & trailer.

full top, fish finder & trailer.

$2200
REBATE
PLUS FREE RAPALA PACKAGE

$1000
REBATE
PLUS FREE RAPALA PACKAGE
& FREE MOORING COVER

Sport 164 SS

& FREE MOORING COVER

Not exactly as illustrated.

Holiday 16’ DLX-SC

90 HP Merc 4 stroke, full top, vinyl floor,
stern boarding ladder, & trailer.

60 HP Merc 4 stroke , fish finder,
trolling motor & trailer.

$1500
REBATE
PLUS FREE RAPALA PACKAGE
& FREE MOORING COVER

$2200
REBATE
PLUS FREE RAPALA PACKAGE
& FREE MOORING COVER

MANY MORE MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM- GIVE US A CALL TODAY!!

Servicing Nestor Falls and Northwestern Ontario since the 1950’s
Don
Don
Don&
&
&Tammy
Tammy
TammyFoster
Foster
Foster

Nestor Falls, Ontario P0X 1K0

(807) 484-2134 Toll Free 1-888-457-0313

DEMO MODEL

clearance
DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
MODEL
MODEL
MODEL

12’ CAR TOPPER

MERCURY
9.9 M
ALL
NONCURRENT
MOTORS

DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
MODEL
MODEL
MODEL
MODEL
MODEL
MODEL

1299

$

only...

(807)346-9399 or 1-800-465-5322
940 Cobalt Crescent, Thunder Bay, ON
w w w. s m i t h s r v c e n t r e . c o m

14’ SPORTSMAN
with 25HP Merc

only...

%
OFF

2295 20

$

DEMO
DEMO
DEMO 17C JAY FEATHER
DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
MODEL
MODEL
MODEL

154 BH JAY FLIGHT SWIFT

DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
MODEL
MODEL
MODEL
DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
MODEL
MODEL
MODEL

7999
6999 14999 10999

$

only...
DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
MODEL
MODEL
MODEL

$

$

only...

only...

806 JAY SERIES

24RKS NORTH COUNTRY

ARCTIC CAT
700XTX
PROWLER

DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
MODEL
MODEL
MODEL

DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
DEMO
MODEL
MODEL
MODEL

7999 18495 10724

$
only...

$
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$

only...

